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Natural wonder in the middle of Europe 
 
 

 
 

 
 
The Elbe Sandstone Mountains – comprising Saxon Switzerland and Bohemian Switzerland – offer some of 

the most spectacular natural and cultural landscapes in Europe. The region straddles two national borders 
in the extreme south-east of Germany and the north of the Czech Republic and it is only a few kilometres 

distant from the Saxony state capital of Dresden.  
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Highlights at a glance: 
 

 

Beauty born from the seabed 
 

The 381-square-kilometre landscape of Saxon Switzerland was 
formed from a 600-metre-thick sandstone plate, originally a seabed 

in the Cretaceous era. The area is now rich in hills, eroded into the 
landscape by wind, water and other weather phenomena. 

Realm of the table mountains 
 

The region is known for its flat-topped table mountains – a rare and 
captivating landscape phenomenon. These formations can be found 

more abundantly here than anywhere else in the world. 

An inspirational location 
 

The unusual rock sculptures, sombre gorges and jungle-like ravines 
are deeply moving. During the Romantic period, the picturesque 

landscape was a source of inspiration for many artists, resulting in 
notable works of art. The most well-known of these are Caspar David 

Friedrich’s Wanderer über dem Nebelmeer (Wanderer above the Sea 
of Fog), Carl Maria von Weber’s Der Freischütz (The Marksman or The 

Freeshooter) and Richard Wagner’s Lohengrin. 

The birthplace of rock climbing The region is known as the birthplace of rock climbing. In 1864, the 

Falkenstein was the first summit to be climbed purely for sport. To 
this day, Saxon Climbing Regulations are considered to be the 

strictest in the world. 

Popular holiday destination Saxon Switzerland is one of the most popular tourist regions in 
Saxony. In 2021, it recorded 1.24 million overnight stays and 

315,000 arrivals. 

Saxon Switzerland National Park 

 

Saxon Switzerland is not only a popular destination for those who 

enjoy active holidays, but also the location of an ambitious 
conservation project. The most fragile areas of the region have been 

protected as a national park since 1990. Rare species such as the 

peregrine falcon, black stork, white-throated dipper and the 
European edible dormouse find a safe haven here, while visitors can 

still hike and climb in the park. 

Pioneer of sustainable tourism 

 

The region is characterised by the closely intertwined relationship 

between conservation and tourism. A network made up of the 
National Park management, the tourism board, National Park 

partners, transport companies, municipalities and committed hosts 
has been established to transform Saxon Switzerland into a leading 

example of sustainable tourism in Germany. 
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DISCOVER NATURE 

Foto: Sebastian Thiel/Tourismusverband Sächsische Schweiz 
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A picturesque landscape 

Rocky gorges, majestic table mountains and unusual rock faces make the Elbe Sandstone 

Mountains one of the most dramatic landscapes in Europe. For over 200 years, artists and 

hikers have been moved by the breath-taking beauty and vast diversity of the region. 
 
"We were only a short distance from the Bastei ... it’s almost impossible to describe how I initially felt in 

that moment. My eyes filled with tears and I couldn’t help but to bow before God the Creator. Only after I 
had rested against the railings for several minutes, silent and with folded hands, was I able to report on 

what I was seeing," wrote chamberlain Carl von Voß in 1822. The notes he took while travelling give us a 
wonderful insight into the sentiment of the era we now refer to as the Romantic.  

 
It was during this period that the Elbe Sandstone Mountains were first discovered. Although this natural 

beauty has existed since time immemorial, it seems as though it was never truly seen until the Romantic 
age. For a long time, this rich landscape was not even given a name. Not until the end of the 18th century 

did the painters of the renowned Dresden Academy of Fine Arts bring the charm of this region to the 
attention of their contemporaries and give the Saxon Switzerland region its name. 

 
In the western world, the Romantic era was a time in which people began paying closer attention to 

aesthetics and emotionality again – both artistically and philosophically – and the Elbe Sandstone 
Mountains became a popular subject of their studies. In 1747, the British-Irish philosopher Edmund Burke 

brought the concept of the sublime into play once more. His belief was that the sublime coexists with the 
beautiful. It was seen as an aesthetic appeal that generates a sense of ‘pleasing horror’.  

 

During the Romantic period, the sublime played an important role. It can be found in Caspar David 
Friedrich’s paintings, Richard Wagner’s operas, Mary Shelley’s novels, Hans Christian Andersen’s fairy tales 

and in neo-Gothic architecture. While beauty displays itself as small, smooth, charming, explicit and 
delicate, the sublime is large, rugged, sombre, complex and monumental – and the combination of the two 

results in picturesque, scenic landscapes. This law of nature was known to artists of the time, and 
particularly to landscape painters. 

 
The Elbe Sandstone Mountains epitomised the Romantic ideal of a scenic landscape. The abundance of 

geological forms found in such a small area and the resulting diversity of habitats are what makes the 
landscape so fascinating. The rocky cliffs, table mountains, steep slopes, gorges, waterfalls and caves offer 

the sublime, while the plains, fields, peaceful streams, flora, fauna, villages and people provide the 
contrasting beauty. Time and again, this contrast creates new picturesque scenes, which makes the region 

a limitless source of inspiring landscapes. ■ 
 

The historical quotes are taken from Frank Richter's book "Der Historische Malerweg" (The historical Artists' Trail), 
published by Verlag der Kunst Dresden Ingwert Paulsen jr., Husum, 2006. 
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Origin of the Elbe Sandstone Mountains 

144 million years ago An ocean covers the area we now know as Saxon-Bohemian Switzerland.  
Sediment gathers on its bed. 

100 million years ago The sandstone layer hundreds of metres thick raises and shatters; the sea of 
chalk withdraws. Wind, water and frost erosion cause the bizarre formations of 

the Elbe Sandston mountains to be created. 

65 million years ago Magma breaks through the sandstone layer to form conical basalt mountains. 

The most striking witnesses to this phase include the Grosse and the Kleine 
Winterberg, the Stolpener Burgberg with its characteristic basalt columns and 

the Rosenberg on the Bohemian side. 

The Elbe carves its way some 300 metres deep in the sandstone layer. Distinct 
storeys in the landscape are created (valleys / gorges, plateaus, table 

mountains and reefs) with a difference in height of up to 450 metres. 

Middle Ages Numerous castle strongholds are built to protect the trade routes. Many of 

them develop into hideouts for robber knights and are destroyed by the rulers 
of Saxony in the 15th century. Only Hohnstein Castle and Fortress Königstein, 

considered invincible, survive. 

National Park Saxon Switzerland 

Established 1990 (landscape protection area Saxon Switzerland since 1956) 

Feature The only mountainous National Park in Germany 

Flora and Fauna a world of rare animals and plants, threatened species and re-establishment 

projects. For example the peregrine falcon, black stork, kingfisher, Eurasian 
pygmy owl, red-breasted flycatcher, lynx, red deer, chamois, beaver, 

dormouse, salmon, trout, spring snowflake, yellow violet (a relic of the Ice 

Age), goatsbeard, 32 different species of fern 

Area National Park: 93.5 square kilometres 

National Park region (incl. landscape protection area): 381 square kilometres 

Landmark „Lilienstein“, the sole table mountain on the right bank of the Elbe 

National Park  

visitor centre 

National Park Centre Saxon Switzerland, Bad Schandau 

www.lanu.de 

Information Staatsbetrieb Sachsenforst  

Nationalparkverwaltung Sächsische Schweiz  
An der Elbe 4 | 01814 Bad Schandau  

T: +49 35022 900-600  
E-Mail: poststelle.sbs-nationalparkverwaltung@smul.sachsen.de 

Internet www.nationalpark-saechsische-schweiz.de 

 

http://www.lanu.de/
mailto:poststelle.sbs-nationalparkverwaltung@smul.sachsen.de
http://www.nationalpark-saechsische-schweiz.de/
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GET ACTIVE 

Foto: Sebastian Thiel/Tourismusverband Sächsische Schweiz 
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Active holidays close to nature in Saxon Switzerland 

1,200 kilometres of hiking trails across the countryside, 1,100 free-standing climbing 

rocks, a national park and the most beautiful part of the Elbe Cycle Route: Saxon 

Switzerland is one of the top holiday destinations in Germany for active breaks. 

 

Natural hiker’s paradise 
What a feeling to step onto a rock plateau with a pounding heart, surrounded by the magnificent 
panorama of the realm of table mountains! After a challenging climb to the top, it’s blissful moments like 

these that make hiking in Saxon Switzerland so special. Hiking here always unfolds a multitude of 
experiences for the senses – vast panoramas, narrow gorges, the hot rocks on the mountain tops and the 

coolness of the ground. 
 

The sandstone plate left behind by the Cretaceous Sea is up to 600 metres thick, and has been naturally 
formed into a hiker’s paradise by water, frost and wind. Saxon Switzerland’s appeal as an active leisure 

destination was discovered over 200 years ago. Today, a network of signposted and maintained hiking 
trails weaves throughout the national park region. Generations of people have invested great passion in 

creating this wonder of nature. 
 

The region is one of the most breath-taking hiking areas in Germany with a total of 1,200 kilometres of 

marked trails of all levels of difficulty. Most of the trails are also suitable for hiking in winter. The Elbe 
Sandstone Mountains Malerweg (painters’ way) is the hiking route par excellence in the region. Over 116 

kilometres and eight days, the route leads hikers to places that capture the true essence of the Romantic 
era, taking them past some of the most spectacular views on the way. 

 

Birthplace of rock climbing 
Saxon Switzerland is known throughout the world as the birthplace of rock climbing. Daredevils first 

started practising this sport here over 150 years ago. To date, around 1,100 free-standing rock faces have 
been developed into climbing peaks. Rock-climbing enthusiasts from all over the world dream of climbing 

in the home of this sport. With routes up to a difficulty level of XII – the maximum grade on the Saxon 
scale – the region provides challenges for even the most extreme climbers. However, beginners can also 

find their feet here, with climbing schools offering initiation courses and climbing equipment for rent. 
 

The Elbe Cycle Route 
A real highlight for cyclists is the Elbe Cycle Route, which offers some of Saxon Switzerland’s most 
spectacular panoramic views. With just a few inclines, this route is also suitable for more leisurely cyclists. 

For those who want a more challenging cycling experience, the paths outside the valley have their fair 

share of elevation gain. During the tourist season, special cyclist buses take riders to some of the best 
starting points for long descents. A top tip for cyclists is the network of cycle paths through the National 

Park – around 50 km of hiking trails are designated bike routes that take you straight through the heart of 
nature. However, cyclists will need an off-road bike and should be prepared for sharp inclines, steep 

descents and bumpy terrain.  

 

Adventure on the Elbe 
In Saxon Switzerland, water sports go hand in hand with mountain activities. Along the Elbe, tourists can 

find various boat rental companies and tour operators. Highlights for groups and families include canoe 
and RIB trips down the Elbe to Dresden. From the water, crews can appreciate the majestic rocky empire 

from a different angle, admire picturesque villages on both banks of the river, pass by the historic town of 
Pirna and the stunning Pillnitz Palace, before disembarking in the Saxon capital to picnic on the plains 

along the Elbe and take in the world-famous skyline of Dresden’s Old Town. ■ 
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The Malerweg through the Elbe Sandstone Mountains 

Whether through painting, poetry or music, artists from the Romantic period brought 

international acclaim to the Elbe Sandstone Mountains. Today, the 116-kilometre-long 

Malerweg (painters’ way) – one of the most beautiful hiking paths in Germany – leads 

tourists to these artists’ favourite places. 
 
The history of Saxon Switzerland and its painters is an exciting one indeed! It begins in the middle of the 

18th century with Johann Alexander Thiele, the first significant landscape painter to dedicate himself to 
this rocky landscape. Another notable event during this period was the founding of the Dresden Academy 

of Fine Arts. This attracted some of the best European painters to the region and made this mysterious 
scenery – just a stone’s throw away from the city – a popular subject of study. Two Swiss artists named 

this landscape ‘Saxon Switzerland’. 
 

At the turn of the 19th century, Europe entered a new artistic era: Romantic. To contrast the cold 
rationalism of the Enlightenment, artists sought to create emotional, mysterious, otherworldly works of 

art, and they found an abundance of inspiration in Saxon Switzerland.  
 

The artists soon determined their favourite paths, which then developed into an idyllic hiking route. 
However, with the construction of railways in the 19th century, this route became forgotten. It was only 

100 years later that the first attempt was made to recover this historic trail, originally named Malerstraße 
(painters’ road) but subsequently changed to the Historischer Malerweg (historic painters’ way). The 

tourism board then became involved, optimised the signposting and added a section on the left side of 

the Elbe. In 2006, a 116-kilometre-long contemporary version of the Malerweg was opened. It still 
continues to captivate visitors with numerous breath-taking landscapes – just as it once did the artists of 

the Romantic period. 
 

Although the Malerweg once ended at the Pravčická brána (a natural sandstone arch), today’s route 

continues into Schmilka, just short of the Bohemian border, crosses the river and returns to Pirna on the 
left side of the Elbe. This now enables hikers to explore beyond the low grounds and impressive rock faces, 

allowing them to discover the majestic table mountains. 
 

The entire route is divided into eight day-long stretches ranging from moderately difficult to demanding, 
all of which can be walked freely and in any direction. Hikers can start and end at any point along the 

trail, or jump onto a bike and cover a section of the route on the Elbe Cycle Path, or even travel by 
steamboat, before turning back onto the Malerweg on foot. There’s no shortage of rest stops and 

accommodation facilities. When choosing a place to stay, it’s a good idea to look out for the 
Wanderfreundlich am Malerweg (walker-friendly places along the Malerweg) official seal, which indicates 

you will be well looked after here as a hiker, receiving information and maps, a stage stamp for your 

hiking passport and a coveted collectible postcard. ■ 

 
Official website: www.saechsische-schweiz.de/malerweg 

http://www.saechsische-schweiz.de/malerweg
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Information: Malerweg  
Awards ● "Top Dream Tour in Germany, top 3 in Dream Tours of the World" (Globetrotter 

Ausrüstung, 2016) 

● "Favourite walking route in Germany 2008/2009" (Internet survey by 

Wandermagazin)  

● "Most beautiful walking route in Germany 2007" (Wandermagazin) 

● German Tourism Award 2007 (German Tourism Association) 

Scope 116 kilometres (69.6 miles), eight one-day stages from 11 to 18 km, 4,000 
altitude meters 

Stages Stage 1: Pirna-Liebethal → Stadt Wehlen (4 hours) 

Stage 2: Stadt Wehlen → Hohnstein (4:45 hours) 

Stage 3: Hohnstein → Altendorf (5:30 hours) 

Stage 4: Altendorf → Neumannmühle (7:15 hours) 

Stage 5: Neumannmühle → Schmilka (7 hours) 

Stage 6: Schmilka → Kurort Gohrisch (7 hours) 

Stage 7: Kurort Gohrisch → Weißig (6:15 hours) 

Stage 8: Weißig → Pirna (5 hours) 

Mark curved „M“ 

Difficulty moderately difficult to demanding 

Implementation 

partners 

Tourismusverband Sächsische Schweiz e.V. (project management), National Park 

Administration, communities, Sachsenforst, the district of Sächsische Schweiz-
Osterzgebirge and many others 

Accommodation and 

transport 

Over 70 establishments welcome Malerweg walkers with the ‘walker-friendly 

places along the Malerweg ’ seal of approval. They meet the relevant quality 
criteria. 

 
It’s even possible to hike the entire Malerweg using just one accommodation as 

your base camp thanks to the region’s well-developed public transport system. 
The S-Bahn serves the towns along the Elbe every half an hour. Guests spending 

the night in Bad Schandau, Gohrisch, Pirna, Königstein, Rathmannsdorf, 
Reinhardsdorf-Schöna, Sebnitz and Hohnstein will receive a Gästekarte mobil 
(guest card), which can be used to travel on regional public transport throughout 
the entire region free of charge. 

Website www.saechsische-schweiz.de/malerweg 

 

http://www.saechsische-schweiz.de/malerweg
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ENJOY WINTER 

Foto: Sebastian Thiel/Tourismusverband Sächsische Schweiz 
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Silence is golden: the Elbe Sandstone Mountains in winter 

Table mountains, towering rock faces, ravines and gorges... Landscapes like the Elbe 

Sandstone Mountains, located between Dresden and Prague, are rare in Central Europe. 

Several millions of tourists who enjoy activity holidays come to the cross-border national 

park region year after year to enjoy hiking, rock climbing and cycling, with the majority 

travelling between Easter and October.  This natural wonder is still an insider’s tip as a 

winter holiday destination!  
 

The healing power of silence 
The most popular hiking trails and lookout points, which are busy with guests from all over the world in 

summer, can often be enjoyed by winter hikers all to themselves. It’s a bit like strolling through a museum 
alone after official opening hours are over: the artwork is the same, but when everything is silent it takes 

on a special new quality. The same can be said for the rock faces and table mountains of the Elbe 
Sandstone Mountains. Hiking in winter allows more time to appreciate the landscape – with or without 

snow. 

 

30 idyllic tours on one map 
More than 1,000 kilometres of well-signposted trails weave throughout the rocky landscape of Saxon 

Switzerland. All trails are suitable for hiking in winter, except when there’s black ice about. Certified 
national park guides regularly offer winter hikes in groups, while those who prefer to hike under their own 

steam can find suggested itineraries on the winter hiking map from the Saxon Switzerland Tourist Board. 
This map shows the 30 most beautiful winter hikes through the region with cosy spots to stop for 

refreshments along the way. The tours are divided into black (difficult), red (medium) and blue (easy) – 
just like ski slopes. 

 

A region celebrating winter  
The towns and villages in Saxon Switzerland make the winter season exciting with a variety of tourist, 

cultural and culinary offerings. The highlights are certainly the thirteen ‘idyllic winter destinations’, which 
include the spa towns of Bad Schandau, Gohrisch and Bad Gottleuba-Berggießhübel, the Bastei and 

Kirnitzschtal, as well as Pirna, Königstein, Sebnitz, Hohnstein, Neustadt, Stolpen, Rosenthal-Bielatal and 
Schmilka. 

 

When the cold weather arrives, Schmilka turns into a winter village with heated hot tubs and events in the 
Mühlenhof. Tourists can ice-skate at the foot of the fortress in Königstein or enjoy a gathering in a 

mountain hut on the Papststein in Gohrisch. In many locations, winter hikes begin with torches and 
lamps, and some even include mulled wine, sipped beneath rock overhangs. Local pools and the region’s 

unique thermal spa crank up the heating in winter, workshops turn artisanry into an experience and the 
fireplaces and bonfires at local inns provide wonderfully cosy warmth. 

 

Secluded winter sports 
When snow falls, the Elbe Sandstone Mountains offer a range of winter sports. The towns of Sebnitz and 

Rugiswalde have cross-country ski trails and small downhill slopes that they keep well-maintained. Families 
and beginners in particular appreciate the opportunity to ski away from larger crowds. In the picture-

postcard village of Hinterhermsdorf on the border of the Czech Republic, tourists can enjoy cross-country 
skiing between both Saxon and Bohemian Switzerland.  

 

More information can be found at www.wintertraum.link/winter. ■ 

http://www.wintertraum.link/winter
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DISCOVER CULTURE  

Foto: Achim Meurer/Tourismusverband Sächsische Schweiz 
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Overview: the best museums and cultural sites  

Königstein Fortress One of the best-maintained mountain fortresses in Europe, this 

spectacular site on the Königstein Table Mountain was once an 
infamous state prison and a representative home for the electors of 

Saxony. 

Weesenstein Castle A gem amongst the castles in Saxony, Weesenstein features French-
style gardens and its own set of peculiarities: the stables are 

located on the top floor of the castle, and the chambers adorned 
with valuable tapestries beneath the cellar. And as if that isn’t 

enough, every one in five windows here is a trompe-l’œil. 

Stolpen Castle A mighty castle built on volcanic basalt, this site is famous for the 

tragic fate of Countess Cosel, a mistress of Augustus the Strong, 
who imprisoned her in a tower for 49 years. 

Pirna A castle, a town church, town houses, romantic alleys, richly 

decorated gables and ornate sandstone archways – the renovated 
old town of Pirna is a jewel amongst the towns of this region. 

Felsenbühne Rathen One of the most beautiful open-air stages in Europe with a natural 
sandstone backdrop below the Bastei. Operas, operettas, fairy tales, 

plays and comedies are all performed here.  

Maxen open-air stage This open-air stage is located in the former royal Saxon marble 
quarry in the mountain village of Maxen. Performances are put on 

by volunteer members of the local heritage society. 

Hohnstein Max Jacob Theatre: 

home of the puppet show 
 

Named after the founder of the Hohnstein puppet shows and the 

man who made Kasper puppet shows famous, Max Jacob (1888–
1967). Since 1939, this theatre has been home to a club dedicated 

to keeping the Kasper tradition alive. 

Tom Pauls Theatre Hear real Saxon being spoken at the home theatre of the actor, 
cabaret performer and linguistic artist Tom Pauls. 

Neustadthalle One of the most popular cultural venues in Saxony, this site in 
Neustadt stages concerts, puppet shows, children’s parties, comedy 

and theatre shows, to name but a few. 

Großsedlitz Baroque Garden A splendid example of a baroque garden featuring over one hundred 
bitter orange trees, colourful borders, valuable sandstone sculptures 

and romantic water features. This site was once used by Augustus 
the Strong and his court for leisure activities. 

Deutsche Kunstblume Sebnitz  This factory, steeped in history, is one of the few remaining places 
in the world where artificial flowers are still made by hand. 

Includes a museum and visitors’ workshop. 
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Robert Sterl’s house Former residence of the impressionist Robert Sterl (1867–1932), 

this house is one of the few original artist residences in Germany. 
Now a museum, it preserves the artist’s legacy.  

Richard Wagner sites in 

Graupa 

The world’s oldest Wagner museum, including multimedia 

exhibitions, is located in Graupa along with Wagner’s hunting lodge 
and the palace gardens. This site is one of the four authentic 

homes of the composer that have been preserved worldwide for 
educational purposes. 

Wagner monument in the 
Liebethaler Grund 

The largest Wagner monument in the world depicts the composer as 
a Grail Knight, surrounded by five allegorical female figures who 

embody the five elements of his music: the spherical, the lyrical, 
the Dionysian, the tragic and the demonic. 
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SUSTAINABLE TOURISM 
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Sustainable tourism in Saxon Switzerland 

Saxon Switzerland is the first certified sustainable tourist destination in Saxony. 
 

Pioneer region for 

sustainable tourism 
 

• Certified as “Sustainable tourist destination” from TourCert in June 2021 

• Sustainability has been firmly written in the region’s tourism mission 

statement for some years now – an interdisciplinary goal that is being 

actioned by the tourism board and many other stakeholders. 

• By offering a range of training and networking events, the tourism board 

is ensuring that regional stakeholders are fully equipped for sustainable 

tourism. 

• The tourism board is building up a portfolio of sustainable products and 
services for tourists. 

• Particularly committed providers are awarded a seal (see image on the left) 

to increase visibility. 

Eco-friendly travel • In 2017, Saxon Switzerland received a special award in the national 

competition of sustainable tourism destinations. This award recognises the 
customer-friendly and excellently networked public transport services for 

holidaymakers and day-trippers in the region. 

• Saxon Switzerland supports the Fahrtziel Natur (destination nature) 

initiative, which promotes environmentally friendly travel and sustainable 

nature tourism. 

• With the free guest card, tourists staying in selected municipalities can use 

public transport throughout Saxon Switzerland free of charge.  

• Electric vehicle charging stations can be found for example in Dresden, 

Pirna, Bad Schandau, Sebnitz and the spa town of Rathen. 

Accessible tourism • Saxon Switzerland is one of the pioneers of barrier-free tourism in Germany. 

In 2008, the region joined up with other committed cities and regions to 
form the Barrier-free Destinations in Germany Association (now called 

Accessible Travel – Barrier-free Destinations in Germany).  

• Since 2020, the association’s head office has been located on the 

premises of the Saxon Switzerland tourism board. 

• In a regularly updated brochure, the Saxon Switzerland tourism board 

summarises all relevant information for interested parties. 

Saxon Switzerland: a 

year-round destination 
• Ensuring steady growth in the winter season was the objective of the 

tourism board in 2016, when it agreed a package of measures for the 

winter season as part of its sustainability strategy. The aim of this, which 

is still ongoing, was to achieve a more even distribution of tourists 

throughout the year. Until 2019, overnight stays in winter grew by 

around 25%. 

• Restaurants and accommodation providers benefit from a better utilisation 
of their capacity and the retention of skilled workers, employees benefit 

from the improvement in year-round employment prospects, and transport 
companies and municipalities benefit from a more uniform use of their 

resources throughout the year. 
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National Park • The Saxon Switzerland National Park is more than just a nature reserve. The 

National Park Partner Programme has established a strong network of 

people committed to sustainability. Accommodation and catering 
establishments, providers of holiday lettings, transport companies, tourist 

providers, tourist information offices and cultural providers in the Saxon 
Switzerland National Park region can all become members of the National 

Park Partner Programme. By doing so, they become ambassadors of the 
National Park philosophy, commit themselves to environmentally friendly 

approaches and serve as competent sources of advice for tourists. 

• The national park management team is not only responsible for the 
preservation and development of the nature conservation zone, but it also 

acts as a host, organises educational and adventure programmes and 

raises awareness of responsible behaviour in the countryside. 

Regional products • The Landschaf(f)t Zukunft association has developed the ‘Gutes von hier’ 
(good things from here) regional seal of approval and put together a 

supplier database for local products. From alpaca wool to goat cheese, the 

entire range of regional products in the Saxon Switzerland-Eastern Ore 
Mountains district is listed in this database – including the producer’s 

address and a brief profile. Restaurateurs who are passionate about using 
regional produce, as well as delivery services specialising in local products, 

are also listed in the database. A calendar of events provides information 
about rural markets and festivals throughout the year. 

• The tourist board’s souvenir pack Sächsische Schweiz für Daheim (Saxon 

Switzerland to take back home) provides regional producers with an 

additional marketing platform.  

Witness sustainability 

in action 

Exploring the great outdoors, protecting the environment, enjoying local 

products and acting responsibly are all part of the Saxon Switzerland 
experience. Here, tourists can actually get involved in sustainability! 

 

• Activity holidays in the great outdoors: hiking, climbing, cycling, 

individual canoe and paddle-boat trips, and much, much more. 

• Appreciate and learn about the environment: the National Park Centre 

and National Park information points, guided tours of the National Park, 

project days and holiday camps. 

• Maintaining tradition: Hohnstein puppet show theatre and puppet show 

festival, the artisan manufacture of artificial flowers in Sebnitz, the 

Schifferfastnacht (a festival celebrating the tradition of welcoming seamen 
ashore when the Elbe would freeze over), to name but a few. 

• Nature markets and festivals: Stolpen nature market, Wehlen nature 

market, Apfelfest (apple festival), Sellnitzfest (a celebration of the 
abandoned village of Sellnitz), Bergwiesenfest (mountain meadow festival) 

and more. 

• Regional products on sale in farm shops. 

• Sustainably focused restaurants, for example: the organic restaurant 

Strandgut in Schmilka, the Pfaffenstein mountain inn, the Brückenschänke 
restaurant, Schwarzbachtal country inn and more. 
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Tourism Association 
 
Tourismusverband Sächsische Schweiz e.V. 

Bahnhofstrasse 21 
01796 Pirna 

information and booking hotline: +49 3501 4701-47 
e-mail: info@saechsische-schweiz.de  

 
www.saechsische-schweiz.de 

www.malerweg.de 
www.elberadweg.de  

 

 

Press contact 
 

Sebastian Thiel & Anne Jungowitz 
THIEL Public Relations e.K. 

Media Relations on behalf of the Tourismusverband Sächsische Schweiz e.V. 
t.: +49 351 3148890 

e-mail: presse@saechsische-schweiz.de 
 

Online press area Saxon-Bohemian Switzerland:  
www.press-area.com/sbs 

 
 

Social Media channels 
 

Blog:  blog.saechsische-schweiz.de    
 

Facebook:  www.facebook.com/elbsandsteingebirge 
  www.facebook.com/malerweg 

  www.facebook.com/elberadweg  
 

Twitter:  www.twitter.com/saechs_schweiz  
 

Youtube: www.youtube.com/user/saechsischeschweiz  
 

Instagram: #saechsischeschweiz #elbsandsteingebirge #sächsischeschweiz #saxonswitzerland 
 

www.instagram.com/saechsischeschweiz  
www.instagram.com/elberadweg  
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